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Preface

The 1995-1996 Open Space Update was a detailed and intensive investigation of
Brighton’s open space areas, utilizing the skills and extensive efforts of numerous groups
and individuals. For the 2006-2007 Open Space Index Update, the structure and much of
the text of the 1995-1996 update have been substantially retained and have been revised

only as necessary to include new information and to note changes that have occurred over
the intervening years.

Perhaps the most significant difference in methodology between the 1995-1996 and
current investigations is in the technology that is now available to assist in site assessment
and mapping. The maps and much of the data in the current update have been produced
using the Geographic Information System (GIS) that was installed by the Town in 2003.
The advances in technology that have taken place since 1996, and that are incorporated in
the GIS installation, provide faster, more accurate, and more detailed mapping and data
gathering capabilities than were available using the US Census Tiger Files and hard copy
maps previously available.
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